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 Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
 
 Again this year the notion of supporting transportation, a core 
service of government, with general fund revenues has proven conten-
tious.  I am pleased to report that the committee amendments retain 
the phased-transfer of an additional ¼ percent of the unencumbered 
general sales and tax revenues to the Highway Maintenance and Op-
erating Fund pursuant to the provisions of House Bill 1248.  While this 
will not solve all of our transportation problems, our strong commit-
ment to investments in core infrastructure across the Commonwealth 
is necessary to our continued economic health and growth. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, speaking first to the amendments to the “ca-
boose” bill, I am pleased to report that stronger than assumed eco-
nomic growth in fiscal year 2011 will result in a deposit of $67.2 mil-
lion from last year’s general fund surplus for transportation.  $57.3 
million of this amount will be deposited into the Virginia Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Bank Fund to help leverage local and state funds 
for “P3” projects and the remaining $9.9 million will be transferred to 
the Department of Rail and Public Transportation to supplement 
funding used to support the operations of transit systems across the 
Commonwealth.  Over the past decade, transit has become an increas-
ingly important mobility option, especially in our most congested re-
gions. 
 

Moving next to House Bill 30, the budget for the upcoming bi-
ennium, we will appropriate an additional $705.9 million of Com-
monwealth Transportation Fund revenues over the biennium.  These 
increases reflect the improvement we are beginning to see in our 
economy.  The revised Commonwealth Transportation Fund forecast 
assumes growth of 5% in fiscal year 2013 and $3.4% in fiscal year 2014.  



  

While this growth is modest, it represents a vast improvement 
over prior years, and the increase in titling tax revenues show 
the automotive market has emerged from its steep decline. 

 
Also included in the amendments are two small but ongoing in-

creases in funding to support our roadway maintenance needs.  The 
first is $5.8 million in fiscal year 2013 and $5.6 million in fiscal year 
2014 pursuant to legislation increasing overweight vehicle permit fees 
to ensure these vehicles cover some of the extra maintenance needs 
caused by these heavy loads on our pavements.  Also included is $2.3 
million each year from the transfer of revenues generated in the waste 
tire fund. 
 
 Finally Mr. Chairman, and of personal interest to me, the 
amendments reflect the passage of House Bill 813, which recognizes 
commercial space flight is emerging as a small but growing compo-
nent of our economy and requires support to reach its full potential.  
We have a priceless resource at Wallops Island and it is my hope that 
by providing sufficient support for the Virginia Commercial Space 
Flight Authority will provide the necessary ongoing funding stream to 
ensure its success. 
 
 The details of the Subcommittee’s report are contained in the at-
tachments.  Committee staff will review the report and the attached 
listing of our recommendations at this time, and I hope it will be the 
Committee’s pleasure to adopt the report. 






























