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REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE  
on 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
 
 As we began our review of funding proposed for Natural Re-
sources agencies in House Bill 1400, as introduced, the Subcommit-
tee quickly and unanimously determined that the level of cuts rec-
ommended was simply unacceptable.  Even in these most difficult 
times, protecting our precious natural resources is a core function of 
state government that is mandated in our Constitution. 
 
 Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you and the hard work of all 
the other subcommittees for supporting our efforts to address this 
deficiency.  Because of your support, I am able to report to you to-
day that we are recommending restoration of over $8.0 million to 
Natural Resources agency budgets for the Biennium.  I am further 
pleased to tell you that our recommendations include absolutely no 
further cuts to any of these agencies. 
 
 Last year our state parks were recognized as the best in the 
nation.  This past November, nearly 70 percent of the voters ap-
proved our bond package to finance $119.0 million in park im-
provements.  We can not, and will not approve any plan to close 
parks or reduce hours of operation.  Therefore, we recommend re-
storing over $1.5 million in general funds for park operations. 
 
 Since 1986, the Museum of Natural History has been a sepa-
rate agency in the state budget.  HB 1400, as introduced, recom-
mends moving the agency out of the Natural Resources Secretariat 
and merging it with the Science Museum.  This action appears to 
create little, if any savings and has not been thoroughly planned 
out.  We recommend you reject this proposal and restore the fund-
ing and positions under the Secretary of Natural Resources. 
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Our local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, made up of 
many unpaid but highly dedicated volunteers, are our front line 
defense in protecting the environment.  Without our support, these 
local efforts will not be successful in protecting state waters from 
sediment and nutrient pollution.  Therefore, we are recommending 
the restoration of $1.4 million in general funds for these programs. 

 
As we strive to provide a balance between economic growth 

and protection of our vital natural resources, am I pleased to report 
that we have negotiated with the proponents of a planned economic 
development project on the Elizabeth River in Hampton Roads.  If 
approved, this project will require a substantial dredging opera-
tion.  Under our proposal, royalties to be paid to the Common-
wealth, consistent with state law, will be used to restore funding for 
a variety of our water quality initiatives. 
 

These royalties will be deposited into the Marine Habitat and 
Waterways Improvement Fund.  We propose that these funds be 
used for matching federal funds for oyster restoration efforts, re-
storing funds for the Elizabeth River Project and restoring funds for 
state-wide citizen volunteer water quality monitoring efforts.  As 
the dredging project removes layers of silt and sediment that once 
was on land far upstream, we are recommending over $1.3 million 
be used for the agricultural Best Management Practices program.  
These funds will be matched by willing landowners to provide ri-
parian buffers, reforestation efforts, stream bank protection, erosion 
control and a variety of other methods to reduce sediment and nu-
trient pollution of our state waters. 

 
Finally, toward our goal of protecting a million acres of open-

space lands by 2007, we recommend restoring 50 percent of the 
budget cuts to the Virginia Outdoors Foundation to assist in this 
goal.  We also recommend restoration of cuts to the Department of 
Historic Resources. 
 
 Following the staff explanation of our amendments, we hope 
it will be the pleasure of the Committee to adopt our recommenda-
tions. 



House Bill 1400 2002-04 BIENNIAL TOTAL
General Nongeneral

Amendment Fund Fund FTE

Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department
Merger of the Agencies Language
CBLAD Merger Language

Department Of Conservation And Recreation
"Friend of the Chesapeake" License Plates 370,879
Rappahannock River Basin Commission Language
Best Management Practices 0 1,349,722
Restore SWCD Funding 1,400,000 0
Restore VOF Funding 200,000 0
Grand Caverns and Natural Chimneys Parks Language 0
Beaumont Property Conveyance Language 0
Restore Funding for State Parks 1,500,000 0
Restore Breaks Interstate Park Funding 50,000 0
Walnut Valley Farm Donation Language 0
Director of DCR to Submit Report Language 0

Department Of Environmental Quality
CSO Local Matching Funds Language 0
On-road Testing of Motor Vehicle Emissions Language 0
Elizabeth River Cleanup 0 325,000
Smith Mt. Lake Vol. Water Quality Monitoring 35,000 0
WTRLF for Staunton Correctional Center Language 0
Save Our Streams 0 25,000
Restore Funding for Citizen Monitoring 0 106,000
Brownfield Remediation for Staunton CC Language 0

Department Of Game And Inland Fisheries
Montebello Fish Hatchery 0 363,000

Department Of Historic Resources
Historic Survey Cost-Share Funds 0 100,000 2.00
Care of Confederate Graves HB 1419 65 0

Marine Resources Commission
Restore Funds for Oyster Reef Restoration 580,000
Dredging Royalty Fees Language

Virginia Museum Of Natural History
Restore Museum of Natural History to SNR 1,513,966 444,601 33.00

Total Natural Resources 4,699,031 3,664,202 35.00
















